
 

 

 

 

MP Dzerowicz Speaks in Support of Mi’kmaq Treaty Rights 

 

Davenport friends and neighbours, 

 

Thank you to everyone who has written to me over the past week about the situation in Nova Scotia. 

Like you, I was shocked to see a lobster pound used by Mi’kmaq fishers destroyed by a suspicious fire 

over the weekend—a potential escalation of the violence and intimidation that the Mi’kmaq community 

has faced over the last several weeks. This racist behaviour and violence against Indigenous people is 

absolutely unacceptable.   

 

At an emergency debate in Parliament earlier this week, Prime Minister Trudeau made it clear that our 

federal Liberal government condemns this behaviour, and called it what it is: “unacceptable, shameful, 

and criminal.” I also want to echo the pointi made by Indigenous Services Minister Marc Miller: the 

Mi’kmaq fishery is a tiny fraction of the commercial lobster fishery, and has almost no impact on 

conservation. To suggest otherwise is a distraction from the core issue.  

 

The Marshall Decision made by the Supreme Court 21 years ago clearly affirmed the Treaty right to fish 

for a moderate livelihood. While our federal government has taken big strides on reconciliation with 

Indigenous Peoples across the country, from investments in health and education to protecting 

Indigenous languages, this particular issue is something successive federal governments have waited far 

too long to deal with. It is absolutely time for us to figure out how to honour the Marshall Decision, 

protect Indigenous Treaty rights, and ensure proper management of our lobster fishery to the benefit of 

everyone who depends on it for their livelihood. I encourage anyone passionate about this issue to look 

at the workii done by my colleague Jaime Battiste, the first Mi’kmaq MP in Canada.  

 

I am advocating for our government to act swiftly and bring in key stakeholders for negotiations on a 

definition of moderate livelihood. I know Fisheries Minister Bernadette Jordan is working on these talks, 

as well as Minister Miller, Minister Bennet, and Minister Blair, and I trust all of them to bring this issue to 

a positive resolution.  

 

In the meantime, the RCMP must be prepared to keep the peace and do their jobs. On Friday, October 

16, Minister Blair approved a request from Nova Scotia on Friday for more key police resources to help 

keep the peace and de-escalate. The RCMP will have the resources they need, and in turn they must step 

https://twitter.com/APTNNews/status/1318218165608919042
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8h5QhkZzrbY&feature=emb_logo


 

 

up and do their job: protect Mi’kmaq people from violence and harassment, equally to how they would 

protect any other Canadians. 

 

I want Davenport residents to know that I have heard your voice on this issue: you want Indigenous 

Peoples’ rights protected. I have always believed our federal government has a duty to lead on 

reconciliation and a responsibility to do right by Indigenous Peoples, and I am calling on our federal 

government to protect the Mi’kmaq and urgently resolve the underlying Treaty issues in a fair way.  

 

My very best, 

 

Julie Dzerowicz 

Member of Parliament 
Davenport  
 

i https://twitter.com/APTNNews/status/1318218165608919042  
 
ii https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8h5QhkZzrbY&feature=emb_logo  
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