
 

 

 

MP Dzerowicz’s Response to Rail Blockades and Wet’suwet’en Protest 

Many Davenport residents have written and called my office over the past few weeks to voice their views on this tough 
situation, both in sympathy with Indigenous protesters and in opposition to the rail stoppages. Our federal government 
understands the impact the blockades have had on small businesses, farmers, rail employees, and communities who 
need rail service to get essential products, and we have worked around the clock to come to a peaceful resolution.  
 

I invite you to visit my website and this page for further updates as the situation continues to unfold. 

 
March 4 Update: Talks Between Crown-Indigenous Relations Minister Bennet and Wet’suwet’en Hereditary Chiefs 
On March 1, Federal Crown-Indigenous Relations Minister Bennet, Wet’suwet’en hereditary leader Chief Woos, and B.C. 
Indigenous Relations Minister Fraser announced they have reached a draft arrangement on rights and title. The 
agreement will now be taken to clan members through Wet’suwet’en governance protocols for ratification. Our 
government is respecting this process and will not discuss details of the arrangement until the Wet’suwet’en people 
have an opportunity to share and discuss it internally.   
 
The draft agreement was the result of three days of talks, and builds on previous work on Wet’suwet’en rights issues, 
including a deal signed in 2018 which gave the Wet’suwet’en Nation full jurisdiction over their own child and family 
services.  
 
As MP Dzerowicz has said before, the issues of Indigenous rights and title are very complex, which is why our 
government has been working hard since 2015 to build renewed nation-to-nation relationships with Indigenous groups. 
From establishing new bilateral mechanisms with First Nations, Inuit, and Métis representatives; to co-developing new 
legislation on Indigenous language protection; to switching from loans to non-repayable funds for Indigenous groups to 
participate in the negotiation of modern treaties; to eliminating 88 long-term drinking water advisories; we have made 
real progress. But we understand there is so much more to do, and we remain committed. There may be more moments 
of tension in the future, but our government will not be discouraged from doing the hard work of advancing 
reconciliation. 
 

What is the federal government doing to resolve the conflict and resume rail service? 

Our government has worked urgently to find a peaceful and lasting resolution to the blockades. We understand that 

people are upset and frustrated on all sides, and we have closely monitored the impacts these blockades have had on 

Canadian families, jobs, and communities.  

 

Our approach has prioritized dialogue with Indigenous protesters, and the efforts to engage Wet’suwet’en hereditary 

chiefs are ongoing. As the Prime Minister said in the House on February 18, “Our government has been working on a 

path forward, even as many are saying we should give up. Because we know what is at stake. We know that we cannot 

afford to fail. So we are creating a space for peaceful, honest dialogue with willing partners. As we heard this morning, 

from Mohawk leaders and from National Chief Perry Bellegarde, we need to resolve this through dialogue and mutual 

respect.” You can view his full statement here.  

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/british-columbia/wetsuweten-agreement-reached-1.5481681
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On Friday, February 21, the Prime Minister stated in a press conference that dialogue has been exhausted and the 
blockades cannot continue. On the morning of February 24, the OPP began enforcing a legal injunction to remove the 
blockade near Belleville, Ontario. Policing decisions are made independently and free from political influence, and all 
questions about enforcement should be referred to the OPP.  
 

This situation is very complex, rooted in unresolved legal issues of Aboriginal title and self-governance, and it is not easy 

to explain and present all the relevant perspectives. We are doing our best to summarize it here so that Davenport 

residents get some basic information, plus links with more context. In a very simplified way, this can be summarized as 

two issues: the original protest by Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs and the rail blockades.  

 

What is the Wet’suwet’en Protest about?  

• In October 2018, B.C. Premier John Horgan announced provincial support for a natural gas pipeline called 

Coastal GasLink which will run 670 km from Dawson Creek to Kitimat, running through B.C. only 

• The project received a provincial environmental assessment certificate in 2014, which was amended in May 

2018. In all, there are 32 legally-binding environmental conditions on the project 

• Coastal GasLink has agreements in place with First Nations along the pipeline route. 20 First Nations elected 

band councils have signed agreements with the company in support of the pipeline, including 5 of the 6 band 

councils in the Wet’suwet’en nation 

• The Wet’suwet’en hereditary chiefs—unlike the majority of elected chiefs—are opposed to the project and are 

blocking construction  

• In December 2019, the B.C. Supreme Court issued an injunction ordering Wet’suwet’en protesters and 

supporters to stop preventing Coastal GasLink workers and contractors from accessing the site 

• In late January, the RCMP, who serve as regional police in most of B.C., was asked by the province to hold off on 

enforcing the injunction while the province and the hereditary chiefs engaged in a seven-day discussion period 

• On February 4, the parties announced that the talks failed to come to a resolution. Police began enforcing the 

injunction on behalf of the B.C. provincial government to allow the natural gas pipeline to be built 

• A few days later, protests began on rail lines across the country in sympathy with the Wet’suwet’en hereditary 

chiefs 

 

What is the role of the federal government in the Coastal GasLink project?  

Constitutionally, provinces make decisions about developing their natural resources. The RCMP serves as police for 

municipalities and regions that don’t have provincial or local police. In Ontario, we have the OPP, which is a provincial 

police force, but B.C. does not. 

 

The federal government does not have a direct role in the Coastal GasLink decision, but all levels of government have a 

responsibility to engage our First Nations and work towards reconciliation. Reconciliation is a top priority for our federal 

government, including implementing UNDRIP.  

 

 

 

https://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/trudeau-incident-response-group-friday-1.5471095


 

 

Why are there both elected and hereditary chiefs in the Wet’suwet’en nation? 

The issue of land title and self-governance of the Wet’suwet’en Nation is very legally complex, and illustrates why our 

road to reconciliation is long, challenging, and so important. The Wet’suwet’en Nation never signed a treaty with 

Canada, like most First Nations in B.C. They have a traditional hereditary governance system, and elected chiefs on 

reserves established by Canadian law. Some members of the Wet’suwet’en believe the Coastal GasLink pipeline 

agreements will benefit their community, while many of the hereditary chiefs oppose the approved route. In 1997, the 

Supreme Court of Canada (Delgamuukw case) ruled on some important aspects of Aboriginal title, but situations like this 

illustrate that there are many unresolved issues.   

These three articles provide additional information that may be helpful to you: 

• Wet’suwet’en matriarch speaks about pipeline conflict 
• No, those who defend Wet’suwet’en territory are not criminals 
• In the Wet’suwet’en dispute, we’re not hearing from the voices that matter  
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