
 

 

 
 

My Statement on the Re-approval of the Trans Mountain Expansion Project 
 
July 9, 2019  
 
I’d like to address the riding of Davenport on the re-approval of the Trans Mountain Expansion project. 
The Trans Mountain Expansion is a deeply complex issue and has its critics and supporters on both sides 
of the debate, and many people torn between both. Many members of our community have raised 
serious concerns that with the re-approval of the TMX pipeline Canada will be unable to achieve its Paris 
Climate Accord emissions reductions target or transition to a low-carbon economy. 
 
I will be clear: Our federal Liberal government is committed to reaching our Paris Climate Accord 
emissions reductions target and reduce emissions even further to transition to a low-carbon economy 
and even a carbon-neutral economy. The differences that exist within our country on this issue are not 
irreconcilable, but complementary. Canadians want their federal government to take climate action to 
protect our environment, and fight climate change. Canadians also want their government to make real 
change happen in this country, to grow the middle class and to address economic anxiety in certain 
parts of the country. It does not have to be a zero-sum game of environment or economy – it can be 
environment and economy, hand-in-hand. 
 
The Trans Mountain Expansion project solves a core economic challenge. Currently, only 99% of our 
conventional energy resources are sold to one market – the United States – at a large discount. We need 
to diversify our markets in order to get a fair price for the products we sell. It does not make 
environmental or economic sense to sell any of Canada’s resources at a discount.  
 
All energy resources extracted will be within the hard cap limit set in Alberta, and all proceeds from the 
TMX pipeline will be used to fund clean energy projects, such as, electrification projects, investments in 
renewable resources, and efforts to transition Indigenous communities off diesel-power. Additional 
corporate tax revenue alone could be around $500 million per year once the project is up and running.  
 
We also know that pipelines, as a means of transporting resources, are much safer than shipping by rail.  
 
In the 21st century, one needs to have a plan for the environment and a plan for the economy. In light of 
that, one of the last acts of our federal government before the House of Commons rose for the summer 



 

 

was to pass a motion that officially declares that Canada is facing a national climate emergency.   And 
Canada is facing a climate emergency - that is indisputable. The funds from the TMX pipeline, in addition 
to the price on pollution, and the 50+ measures taken under the Pan-Canadian Framework, will ensure 
Canada not only reaches its Paris Agreement target, but also begins the work to move Canada towards a 
low-carbon economy.  
 
The federal government has spent the last four years doing more for our environment than any other 
government in Canadian history. By moving forward with our plan, while accelerating our clean energy 
transition, we are creating jobs, diversifying markets, and opening up new avenues for Indigenous 
economic prosperity.  
 
Yours truly, 
 

 
 
Julie Dzerowicz,  
Member of Parliament 
Davenport 

 


