
 

 

 

Davenport friends and neighbours, 

 

Over the last few days, a number of you have written to me about the recent tragic death of 

Regis Korchinski-Paquet during an interaction with the Toronto Police. This incident happened 

last week, just a little west of our riding of Davenport. I understand that this issue is top of mind 

for so many in our community right now, and I would like to take the opportunity to respond to 

your emails and questions. 

 

I want to acknowledge that this incident has taken place at the same time as the ongoing unrest 

in the U.S. and the violent response of many American police officers to protests after the 

murder of George Floyd. In Toronto, and across Canada, peaceful protesters are on our streets 

reminding us not just that Regis and her family deserve a transparent and just investigation, but 

that racism, discrimination and violence happens here too.  

 

I am the daughter of a Mexican woman. Growing up, I saw my mother experience racism and 

discrimination almost on a daily basis - when trying to find a job, at her job when she was able 

to find one, while we were going about our everyday business on the streets, in how little my 

mother was paid, in almost every aspect of her life.  

 

It has marked me for life and, for those who have followed me, you know that I am a huge 

champion and supporter of diversity and inclusion. I understand how discrimination painfully 

impacts families and how racism festers in our communities.  

 

Despite the enormous investments the federal government has made in fighting racism and 

discrimination over the last 5 years, I agree with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau when he said 

this week that the status quo is not acceptable in Canada. We hear you, we agree with you, 

and we know we have much more to do as a government and a society to fight racism in our 

daily lives and in our criminal justice systems. In Canada, anti-black racism is real and is a lived 

reality. In Canada, black people, Indigenous people, and other people of colour and minorities 

face unequal outcomes in our criminal justice systems that are the direct result of systemic 

racism.   

 



 

 

Most of you have written asking for my support, and let me lend it here. Black lives matter. You 

have written to ask me to call for a transparent, independent investigation of what happened 

to Regis, and I unequivocally echo that call.  

 

Many of you have also asked what my office will do to take specific actions to reform the 

Toronto police, and in this case I encourage you to write to your City Councillor and MPP. The 

City needs to decide if the officers in question need to be taken off duty, and the Province has 

the authority to conduct an independent investigation, which I understand is ongoing now.  

 

Many of you have called into question the impartiality of Ontario’s Special Investigations Unit, 

and I take your point, but we must allow some time for the facts of this case to come to light. At 

that point, let’s listen and then proceed to next steps if necessary. 

 

But, I also say that we cannot hear silence for months until the SIU report is complete either,  

and I echo Mayor Tory's call for a sped up investigation and "frequent public updates." It is 

important for me to be clear that the Toronto Police and the Ontario SIU are not under my 

jurisdiction (federal) as your Member of Parliament. 

 

For anyone who wants to learn more specifically about what our federal government has been 

doing over the last few years, please feel free to reach out by email and my office will put a list 

together for you. 

 

For everyone with ideas about what more we can do at the federal level to make policing, 

criminal justice, and our society as a whole more just, and what we can do to root out systemic 

racism, please send me your thoughts. I am listening.  

 

My best, 

 

Julie Dzerowicz 

Member of Parliament 

Davenport 

 


