
	

	

 
MP Julie Dzerowicz Statement on the Amazon Forest Fires in Brazil 

 
Many Davenport residents have been asking for my position on the Amazon forest fires. 
 
Troubled by the impact to the world’s largest carbon sink and rainforest 
 
Like many Canadians, I too am very troubled by the reports of the 84% increase in 
forest fires in Brazil this year many of which continue to burn out of control now, and the 
278% rise in deforestation over the last year as monitored by Brazil’s National Institute 
for Space Research (INPE) and validated by a number of other satellite monitoring 
systems.  As the Amazon is the planet’s largest tropical rainforest famed for its 
biodiversity, and one of the largest global carbon sinks – there is understandably 
widespread concern about what is happening in Brazil.  
 
Canada’s leadership 
 
I am thankful for our Prime Minister’s leadership in joining President Macron to ensure 
that the topic of the Amazon forest fires was put on the G7 agenda for discussion.  I am 
also grateful for Canada’s offer of $15 million in funding, and water bombers to help 
Brazil fight the Amazon forest fires currently raging. 
 
Canada – Mercosur Trade Agreement 
 
Understandably, many Canadians are wondering if Canada should stop trade 
negotiations with Brazil until there is a commitment from Brazil to stop the accelerated 
deforestation.  
 
Today Minister Carr announced that Canada will continue to pursue Mercosur 
negotiations (Brazil is the largest country in the Mercosur block of countries) and that  

“…Mercosur negotiations have been "amongst the most progressive in our 
country's history," it said. It includes a comprehensive environment assessment 
said to be "the most comprehensive and rigorous ever undertaken." 



	

	

 

Canada is seeking an "ambitious, comprehensive and enforceable" environment 
chapter in the final deal, which could include language on sustainable forest 
management and combating illegal logging.” 

I agree with our federal government’s decision. 
 
I also believe we need to take the following additional actions: 
 
Meeting Paris Accord Targets 
 
With respect to the Paris Accord Agreement, Canada is still approximately 80 million 
tonnes of CO2 (MtCO2) short in our plan to meet our Paris Accord targets.   
 
I believe that it is imperative for us to credibly close the gap in our current plan and 
share this updated plan with all Canadians.  I am hopeful that the Liberal platform will 
include an updated plan.  We can only ask other countries to step up to their global 
climate change commitments if we meet our own commitments.  
 
Future Trade Agreements 
 
Globally, we cannot evolve and make progress on climate change at a meaningful pace 
if people feel threatened economically. No person can feel like they are being left 
behind.    It we look at how less rich countries than Canada are trying to develop, many 
are feeding the consumption needs of the world. For example, Brazil Is a key exporter 
of coffee, soybeans and beef to the rest of the world. 
 
So, I believe that Canada in current and future trade talks should only be signing trade 
agreements where we are able to benefit each other economically through trade, while 
respectively meeting our Paris Accord targets and through enforceable agreements.  
This should include independent monitoring, policing and penalties. 
 
 



	

	

 
We all play a role 
 
Finally, Canada already invests in climate change adaptation around the world including 
in the Americas. We need to continue to step up, working with other global leaders to do 
more. 
 
In environmentally vital places like the Amazon rainforest, it is a global responsibility 
to help protect places that are critical to the well being of the world.   
 
In addition, each country plays a role in protecting, maintaining and growing their own 
natural environments in the global fight against climate change. 
 
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me at Julie.dzerowicz@parl.gc.ca or 
call me at 416 654 8048, 
 
Very best, 
 

 
 
Julie Dzerowicz 
Member of Parliament, Davenport 
Chair, Canada-Brazil Parliamentary Friendship Group 
 


