
 

 

 

MP Julie Dzerowicz Calls for More Mental Health Resources and an Alternative to Police Wellness 

Checks 

 

Davenport friends and neighbours,  

 

As we continue to reckon with systemic racism in our country, it is time for us to imagine new ways of 

ensuring public safety. One of the first issues we must address is police use of force during wellness 

checks. In recent weeks alone, Ejaz Choudry, Chantel Moore, Regis Korchinski-Paquet, and D’Andre 

Campbell all lost their lives during interactions with police. All of them were people of colour, and in all 

four cases, the police were called to help see them through a personal crisis and ensure they were safe. 

Their lives were lost unnecessarily. This is unacceptable.  

 

CAMH put out this statement calling for an alternative to police to provide crisis care, and I echo that 

call. We need a different approach which does not include the use of force.  

 

As we begin to slowly, carefully restart our economy, we cannot forget that the next looming public 

health crisis is a mental health one. Even before the pandemic, I heard from many parents in Davenport 

during the last election that they are fearful of the lack of mental health support available for their kids, 

many of whom are experiencing significant anxiety. Since then, kids have had to give up the structured 

activities that they rely on, limit socializing with their friends, and try to understand a crisis that has put 

huge strain on every single one of us.  

 

Our federal Liberal government has provided resources for mental health throughout the pandemic, 

such as the Wellness Together portal. I encourage all Davenport residents who haven't had a chance to 

look at this to do so; there are a lot of wonderful resources. We have also signed a Safe Restart 

Agreement with the provinces, which includes $500 million to address immediate needs in the support 

of people experiencing challenges related to mental health, substance use, or homelessness.  

 

I support CAMH's suggestion for a review of how mental health support is delivered to all Canadians, 

including crisis response. In addition, I am calling for an increase overall in mental health support at both 

the federal and provincial levels, particularly for youth. Finally, we need public wait time information for 

mental health services, similar to what Ontario has provided for medical procedures since 2004. We 

need public accountability to understand how many people need mental health resources, how many 

are able to access them, and how long they have to wait to get them. 

 

https://www.camh.ca/en/camh-news-and-stories/camh-statement-on-police-interactions-with-people-in-mental-health-crisis
https://www.camh.ca/en/camh-news-and-stories/camh-statement-on-police-interactions-with-people-in-mental-health-crisis
https://ca.portal.gs/
https://ca.portal.gs/
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/07/16/more-support-canadians-through-safe-restart-agreement
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/07/16/more-support-canadians-through-safe-restart-agreement


 

 

Both the COVID-19 pandemic and the protest movement against systemic racism have revealed cracks in 

our society. Our federal government is working on many important issues, and I am pushing for mental 

health care to be one of them.  

 

My very best, 

 

 

 

Julie Dzerowicz 

Member of Parliament 

Davenport 


