
 

MP Julie Dzerowicz’s Response to Discrimination in Davenport & 

Israel’s Proposed Annexation of West Bank  

 

Davenport friends and neighbours,  

It has come to my attention that a local Davenport business, Foodbenders, has been the subject 

of controversy for making statements critical of Israel and in support of Palestine, which many 

residents feel strayed into antisemitism.  

Many of you have written letters to me to alert me to this issue. Others have written about 

Israel’s proposal to annex territory in the West Bank, urging Canada to oppose that policy. 

The issues around Israel and Palestine are extraordinarily sensitive, and raise strong, deeply 

held feelings among many Canadians, including Jewish Canadians, Muslim Canadians, and many 

others. It is important for me as your Member of Parliament to acknowledge these feelings, 

represent your views in government, and help explain what our federal government is doing 

now to promote dialogue and a two-state solution in the Middle East. It is also important for 

me to call out discrimination in Davenport and promote respectful public dialogue. 

In this letter I want to highlight four separate, important points. 

Racism and Discrimination Have No Place in Canada  

As your MP, I unequivocally denounce racism and discrimination from any source. Hate speech 

is criminal in Canada because we understand that it promotes violence, and over the past 

several years we have seen tragic reminders of the consequences of hateful rhetoric. When the 

Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh was attacked, our Prime Minister said, “Canadians’ hearts 

are with the Jewish community in Pittsburgh today, as they endured a horrific antisemitic attack 

while at prayer.” When the Centre culturel islamique de Québec was attacked, he said “We 

condemn this terrorist attack on Muslims in a centre of worship and refuge.” No Canadian 

should feel unsafe because of their faith, and our government has led the way in promoting 

inclusiveness.  

Over the last week in Davenport, we have seen discriminatory comments by Foodbenders and 

vandalism of their business. Both are unacceptable. Furthermore, no business in Canada has 

the right to refuse service to anyone on a discriminatory basis. I urge everyone who feels 

passionately about the political situation in Israel-Palestine to be respectful and peaceful, and 

 



to refrain from making discriminatory statements against ethnic or religious groups, whether 

Jewish, Muslim, or any other group.  

Antisemitism 

Words matter. They matter in our government’s efforts to promote inclusion and eliminate 

discrimination, because we need to have a common understanding of what terms like 

“antisemitism” mean, and what words are used to invoke racist tropes that target specific 

groups like Jewish people.  

Our federal government has been working hard to fight discrimination, and in our Anti-Racism 

Strategy we adopted an internationally accepted, working definition of antisemitism from the 

International Holocaust Remebrance Alliance (IHRA).   The IHRA gives examples of antisemitic 
1

tropes, including: 

● “Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical allegations about 

Jews as such or the power of Jews as collective — such as, especially but not exclusively, 

the myth about a world Jewish conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media, economy, 

government or other societal institutions” 

● “Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g., by claiming that the 

existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor” 

● “Drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the Nazis” 

Without going into specifics of what Foodbenders posted, some of their language invoked these 

tropes, intentionally or not.  

Part of the recent controversy has centered on the notion of Zionism. There are different 

branches of Zionism and different groups who identify with it, but generally, it is a movement 

“about the pursuit of an independent Jewish state.”  
2

There’s nothing wrong with criticizing governments around the world, but we should all 

remember that the vast majority of Canadian Jews feel a special attachment to Israel, and 

believe it has a right to exist.  A lot of Canadian Jews feel targeted and personally threatened 
3

when businesses suggest they will refuse service to “Zionists”, especially when combined with 

other comments suggesting Zionist conspiracies. It is unacceptable for anyone to be refused 

welcome to an establishment because of race or religion. Jewish people are all too familiar with 

1 International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance "Working Definition of Antisemitism". For more information, 
visit: https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism. 
2 Anne Frank House—Are All Jews Zionists? 
https://www.annefrank.org/en/topics/antisemitism/are-all-jews-zionists/ 
3 Environics Institute, in partnership with U of T and York University, conducted a survey of Canadian Jews in 2018: 
https://www.environicsinstitute.org/docs/default-source/project-documents/2018-survey-of-jews-in-canada/2018
-survey-of-jews-in-canada---final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2994ef6_2 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/anti-racism-engagement/anti-racism-strategy.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/anti-racism-engagement/anti-racism-strategy.html
https://www.holocaustremembrance.com/working-definition-antisemitism
https://www.annefrank.org/en/topics/antisemitism/are-all-jews-zionists/
https://www.environicsinstitute.org/docs/default-source/project-documents/2018-survey-of-jews-in-canada/2018-survey-of-jews-in-canada---final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2994ef6_2
https://www.environicsinstitute.org/docs/default-source/project-documents/2018-survey-of-jews-in-canada/2018-survey-of-jews-in-canada---final-report.pdf?sfvrsn=2994ef6_2


rhetoric that excludes them and invokes racist tropes, and there is still too much antisemitism 

and anti-Jewish sentiment that must be immediately called out. I don’t support any Davenport 

businesses targeting any religious or ethnic groups.  

Constructive Public Conversations 

At the same time, we welcome debate and dialogue in this country, because we understand 

that diversity of opinion is a strength of a healthy democracy. Business owners and individuals 

have the right to publicly express their opinions about political issues here or abroad, and that 

includes criticism of the Israeli government. Voicing opposition to the actions of the Israeli 

government is not inherently antisemitic.  

The key to constructive public dialogue is respect and non-discriminatory language. I believe 

these conversations are important, even when they are tough, and I am looking for ways to 

help facilitate these conversations in Davenport.  

Canada opposes Israel’s proposed annexation of West Bank territory 

One of the issues that has been central to this recent controversy, and something many 

Davenport residents have written to me about, is the proposal of Israel to annex territory in the 

West Bank.  

As our Prime Minister and our Foreign Affairs Minister have both made clear, Canada is firmly 

committed to the goal of achieving a comprehensive, just and lasting peace in the Middle East. 

Canada has long maintained the position that this can only be achieved through a two-state 

solution and direct negotiations between the parties. Our government believes unilateral 

annexation would be damaging to peace and contrary to international law. 

Canada is a friend and ally of Israel, and as such, our Prime Minister has directly made Canada’s 

position clear to Israeli leaders. He said: “We deplore such actions, which are going to delay any 

prospect of lasting peace in the Middle East. ...I have highlighted both publicly and directly to 

Prime Minister Netanyahu and alternate Prime Minister Benny Gantz the importance of staying 

away from measures that are unilateral and our deep concerns and disagreement with their 

proposed policy of annexation.”  Our Foreign Affairs Minister, the Honourable François-Philippe 4

Champagne, said: “both in private and in public, I and the Prime Minister have said that we are 

committed to the two-state solution and that we view unilateral annexation as contrary to 

international law.”   5

4 Prime Minister’s remarks, Tuesday June 2, quoted here: 
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/israeli-chinese-policies-concern-canada-undermine-freedom-says-trudeau-1.496
5359?cache=%3FclipId%3D89619  
5 Minister Champagne’s statement in the House of Commons, June 4: 
https://openparliament.ca/committees/covid-19-pandemic/43-1/17/francois-philippe-champagne-2/ 

 

https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/israeli-chinese-policies-concern-canada-undermine-freedom-says-trudeau-1.4965359?cache=%3FclipId%3D89619
https://www.ctvnews.ca/politics/israeli-chinese-policies-concern-canada-undermine-freedom-says-trudeau-1.4965359?cache=%3FclipId%3D89619
https://openparliament.ca/committees/covid-19-pandemic/43-1/17/francois-philippe-champagne-2/


Next Steps 

Thank you to everyone who has written to me about these issues. Again, I urge everyone who 

feels passionately about them to make your case without making discriminatory remarks 

against Jewish Canadians, Muslim Canadians, Israelis, or Palestinians as people, or against any 

other ethnic or religious group.  

I am actively seeking options with local leaders and residents on how we can promote 

constructive, non-discriminatory debate on issues of importance in our riding. We can hold 

passionate disagreements, but we must always remember that Canada is a diverse, 

multicultural country, and everyone deserves tolerance and respect. 

My very best, 

 

 

Julie Dzerowicz 
Member of Parliament 
Davenport  

 


