
 

 

 
February 25, 2020 
 
Julie Dzerowicz 
MP Davenport 
Constituency Office 
1202 Bloor Street West 
Toronto, ON M6H 1N2 
 
Dear MP Julie Dzerowicz, 
 
Thank you for your letter. Our representatives were pleased to meet you at the CNSC Open House in January. We understand that 
some members of our communities want more transparency from BWXT and we are responding by providing much more 
information about our operations. 
 
First, I want to assure you that we have full confidence that our work involving natural uranium poses no credible threat to the 
community surrounding our facility in Davenport. 
 
With regard to the outstanding questions in your letter, we offer the following responses: 
 

• Protections for the neighbourhood and assets – Our operations are inherently safe when considering impacts to the 
community.  We process natural uranium, which is present in our environment (ground, water, air, food), not known to 
be carcinogenic and is only weakly radioactive. Nevertheless, we have highly developed processes to control and contain 
this material. Our very small, controlled releases of uranium to air and water are safe and far below regulatory limits. We 
have not experienced any uncontrolled release of this material in more than 50 years of operation. In the highly unlikely 
event of an unplanned release, we are well prepared to protect the community (see below). 
 

• Emergency plans – The events you mention in your letter were minor and did not pose any risk to the health or safety of 
our employees, the public or the environment. With regard to more severe potential events, BWXT has contemplated all 
credible significant accident scenarios, including fire, train derailment, severe weather, flood and airplane crash. The key 
conclusion from these assessments, which are independently reviewed, is there are no accident scenarios that require 
sheltering or evacuation of the public due to a release of radiation or that would cause any significant damage to 
community assets. Nevertheless, we have a well-developed emergency plan to address these scenarios. This plan is 
shared with local first responder organizations and drilled regularly. We are preparing to provide summaries of these risk 
assessments and our emergency plan on our website. 
 

• Enriched uranium – We do not process enriched uranium. We have periodically shipped natural uranium (not enriched) 
pellets to the U.S. for use in commercial power reactors (U.S. reactors utilize both natural and enriched uranium fuel, but 
we only supply natural uranium pellets). These pellets are quite similar to the pellets we make for Canadian use. We are 
not currently producing these natural uranium pellets for the U.S. Please note that our licence does not permit us to 
possess or process enriched uranium and we have no plans to request authorization to do so.  
 

I hope that these responses are sufficient to meet your needs. If you require any additional information or you would like to meet 
with us or tour our facilities, please contact me at JMacQuarrie@bwxt.com.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
John MacQuarrie  
President, BWXT Nuclear Energy Canada Inc. 
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