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Honourable Bill Morneau  

Minister of Finance  

House of Commons   

Ottawa  K1A 0A6  

  

Dear Minister Morneau,  

  

I know that you, Minister Fortier, and Parliamentary Secretary Fraser have been travelling across the 
country and working hard to consult Canadians on their ideas for Budget 2020. This letter is a summary of 
the key budget priorities for my riding of Davenport, based on what I have heard from constituents over 
the past several weeks and at the doors during the 2019 election.   
  

Fighting Climate Change and Protecting Our Environment  

  

The climate emergency is one of the top two issues for Davenport residents and families. The 2019 

election showed that Canadians see climate action and environmental protection as one of our highest 

priorities.  

  

Davenport fully supports our federal government’s commitment to fulfill its Paris accord targets; if 

anything, my constituents expect us to move much faster and more urgently. We agree with all of our 

election platform commitments on this issue, but because I know not all of them can be implemented at 

once, I would like to draw out certain items as priorities:  

  

• Our top priority is our promise to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050, and implement legally-
binding, five-year milestones that will outline our path to achieving this target, including 

surpassing our 2030 emissions-reductions targets. It is critical that this is a priority in Federal 



 
Budget 2020.  

 

• We are also calling for a complete, transparent, and full plan for Canada to meet its Paris targets. 
Every Canadian, wherever they live and whatever job they do, should be completely clear on 

what our plan is and how we will achieve our targets.   

 

• Prioritizing free energy audits and retrofits for existing building and homes, making available the 

interest-free loans for homeowners and landlords.   

 

• Implementing our plan to ban harmful single-use plastic products starting in 2021, ensuring the 
creation of a national plastic recycling standard, the expansion of Extended Producer 

Responsibility systems and the expeditious creation of a circular economy;   

 

• The federal government undertake an urgent review of CEPA in order to better protect Canadians 

and the environment from harmful toxins. We have seen an alarming exponential increase in 

chronic diseases and cancers. This review has been strongly suggested by health organizations 

who have raised serious concerns around toxins such as glyphosates that need the immediate, 

full attention and action of the federal government;   

 

• Beginning the process of planting of two billion trees over the next ten years   

 

• Putting together our plan to conserve 25% of Canada’s land and 25% of its oceans by 2025.   

 

• Flooding is an issue across Toronto, and especially in Davenport, and I ask that we include funding 

for flood mapping across the country. That must include a commitment to a national insurance 

program and relocation plans for those who live in areas that will be dramatically negatively 

impacted by climate change on an ongoing basis.  

In addition, it is important that Davenport residents, and indeed all Canadians, see the tangible 

investments in progress in their communities. Investments such as:   

• Significantly more funding into EV infrastructure, including charging stations and an easy process 

for ridings to apply for that funding;   

• Significantly more investments in electric vehicles including public transit and a more generous 
tax credit to Canadians who want to buy electric vehicles;   

• More investment in retrofits on public buildings such as solar panels on schools;   

• Support for the City of Toronto’s ravine strategy.   



 
Regarding fossil fuels, our federal government has made good progress on the elimination of all fossil fuel 

subsidies by 2025, but Davenport is pushing our government to move more urgently and more 

expeditiously.   

Finally, on the climate action front, we encourage systemic change and urge our government to ensure 

that all federal Budget 2020 “asks” are reviewed via a climate change lens; ensuring the proposed 

spending is sustainable, moves us to a low carbon economy, and helps Canada reach our Paris Accord 

targets.   

Housing  

  

Aside from climate action, the second top-of-mind issue for Davenport residents is affordable housing 

AND housing affordability.   

  

Too many young people cannot see a future in which they can afford to live in our major cities, too many 

seniors have no way to move out of their very valuable homes and still afford a place to live in the 

communities where they have spent the last 30 or 40 years, and too many families struggle to pay for 

housing with enough left over to cover the necessities of life.  

  

My constituents want to see our government move swiftly on our platform commitments and go further 

to address the problem. Here are the top priorities for my community:  

  

• Our government has made huge strides with our National Housing Strategy, and the Rental 

Construction Finance Initiative (RCFI) has had a positive impact on the stock of rental housing. 

However, in big cities like Toronto, the increase to rental stock is still insufficient to match the 

demand, with some estimates putting the GTA short 15,000 units a year based on projected 

growth. I suggest two improvements to the RCFI: another increase in funding, to trigger greater 

output in rental supply, and more ambitious targets for rental affordability, moving from 20% of 

units to 25-30%. It is also important to incentivize landlords to maintain existing rental stock.  

  

• The federal government has also improved our support for affordable housing, through the 

National Housing Co-Investment Fund (NHCF), which provides capital contributions and loans to 

create new affordable housing and repair existing affordable and community housing. I have 

received feedback which identifies two areas we can improve: funding and process. We ask that 

the Budget increase existing funding for non-profit housing groups and co-ops, and focus new 

funding on expanding the supply of supportive housing and housing for seniors.  

   



 
o The NHCF could dedicate more support to supportive housing, which is necessary to help 

the most vulnerable Canadians and those experiencing chronic homelessness. Evidence 

shows a home without supports is very often not enough.   

o We should also simplify the process of applying for funding from the NHCF and improve 

the transparency of who receives funding.  

  

• We should coordinate a task force that includes representatives from three levels of government to 
come up with other solutions to the housing affordability issue - so that we can combine all 
available tools and mechanisms to address this issue in a focused, urgent manner.   

  

o For example, the addition of gentle density or missing middle housing would be a key 

contributor to housing affordability, but this requires leadership from provincial and 

municipal governments. Not only can government partnerships add fiscal capacity, they 

can also combine expertise.   

o Currently, it is hard to unwind big housing numbers with action on the ground, beyond 

project-based announcements. It would be helpful to look for ways to improve 

transparency and our reporting of how funding is helping us meet housing targets.  

o There is a need to pay special attention to the needs of artists and arts organizations; 

they are core to the success of our economy and the vibrant culture of our cities 

diminishes when they are pushed to the outskirts. Housing affordability strategies moving 

forward should include a plan to ensure our artists and creators are able to continue to 

work and live in our cities.    

   

• Budget 2020 should implement our promise to reduce foreign speculation by taxing vacant 
residential properties owned by non-Canadians who do not live in Canada.  

  

Arts and Culture  

  

My riding of Davenport is home to one of the largest groups of artists and creators in the country, whom I 

am honoured to represent in Ottawa.   

  

Through Canadian artists and our culture, we share our stories, we better understand each other, we find 
a way to connect beyond words, and we interpret the world around us. As our society continues its path 
towards increasing digitization and as disintermediation of media and the arts forces our society to consider 
how we support our artists and our culture, it is important to continue to provide support during this time 
of transformation, including the following steps:  
  

• Canada’s tax laws and broadcast regulations are out of date, and we call on Federal Budget 2020 

to implement relevant key measure  listed in the Yale Report; in particular any steps that will level 



 
the playing field between Canadian broadcasters and streaming services, in terms of sales tax and 

CanCon requirements and that any new funds to be allocated to fund and support Canadian 

artists and creators both in Canada and abroad. 

 

• It is also important that the federal government prioritize its work with international partners and 

the OECD to develop a structure of corporate taxes for companies that generate revenue locally 

without setting up local operations.  

 

• Our small museums are struggling, and they need more federal support. We committed in our 

platform to reviewing Canada’s National Museum Policy. This commitment is consistent with the 

recommendations of the 2019 Heritage Standing Committee Report on Museums, which was 

initiated by the Conservative government. A key recommendation that we believe is important to 

move on is to expand the funding to the Museums Assistance Program to include small, non-

federal museums like the Museum of Contemporary Art in Davenport. Museums like MOCA need 

more help to maintain a stable operating budget so they can keep their doors open and grow 

their own fundraising capacity over time. They are also integral to the economy of our local 

communities and to bringing together and showcasing the diversity of our cities, regions and our 

country. 

 

• Streaming has taken over from the days of cassette tapes, but Canadians still want to make 

private copies. There are 6,000,000,000 copies of music on Canadians phones, and only about half 

are licensed and paid for. A possible solution to this would be private copying levies. Music 

creators are paid a small royalty (a ‘levy’) whenever a business sells a product that can store 

copies of music. Canada’s levies on blank media (like cassette tapes) have generated over $300M 

since 1999 for 100,000 recording artists, songwriters, composers, music publishers, and record 

companies. But Canada hasn’t kept up with the times. We only have levies on one dying 

technology now: recordable CDs. That means creators haven’t been paid for billions of unlicensed 

private copies on cell phones and tablets. A levy of just $3 (the European average) on sales of 

phones and tablets would generate about $40M per year to help keep Canadian creators making 

music. With minimal revisions to the Copyright Act, the private copying regime would be restored 

to what it was originally intended to be—a flexible, technologically neutral system 

 

• Organizations such as Music Publishers Canada are advocating for Canada to implement copyright 

term extension immediately rather than waiting up to 30 months as currently stipulated in 

CUSMA. Moving to an author’s life plus 70 will ensure that Canada matches the protections 

offered by the EU and by the USA 

 

• Create an Economic Strategy Table on Creative Industries. In 2017, creative industries in Canada 

accounted for $53.1B in GDP. More than 666,500 Canadians are directly employed in the creative 



 
industries, with countless spin-off jobs that contribute to the economy. The creative industry is 

looking for government to support it as a supercluster - in a similar fashion to what was done in 

2017 for advanced manufacturing, agri-food, health/bio-sciences, clean technology, etc. 

 

• While the government is working on updating the Copyright Act via legislation, which is 

anticipated to take some time, and in order to support and compensate creators and music 

companies for unlicensed private copies made of their music – the federal government create a 

four-year Private Copying Compensation Fund of $40M per year 

 

• Finally, while we have taken some key steps to support independent Canadian Journalism, there is 

more that can be done. Some of our initial steps need to be adjusted to ensure news 

organizations - including smaller publications and ethnic publications – can qualify for these 

measures including expanding the QCJO definition and requirements.  In addition, I understand 

that many large Canadian newspapers are not able to receive the labour credit as currently 

written, which is intended to substantially support them. I recommend adjusting the measures to 

ensure fulfilment of their original intent.  It is good to note that the Yale report also recommends 

expanding our support for journalism. Indeed, the strength of our democracy depends on 

accurate, independent journalism.   

  

Labour & Immigration  

  

Our economy is growing, but it’s also fundamentally changing and many businesses and communities are 
struggling to find the skills and labour they need to succeed. In my riding, small and medium businesses, as 
well as those in the hospitality and construction industries, are experiencing a severe labour shortage. 
Labour shortages are also affecting communities across Canada, and the skills ecosystem is imbalanced in 
demand and supply, with about 596,000 job vacancies in the third quarter of 2019. 
  

There are a number of measures that would help address this issue. A key one for Budget 2020 is the 

following:   

  

• Federal funding for the collection of local and regional data across the country on labour and skills 

needs. After consulting with many organisations, including the Labour Market Information Council 

and Future Skills Canada, there is a very clear awareness that this data is much needed for 

Canada future economic success.  

 

• That the Department of Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship to be properly funded to settle the 

1 million new immigrants and refugees that Canada is bringing in over a three-year time period.  

 



 

• In addition that additional dollars are allocated to settlement agencies – who help to find housing, 

work, and all other support needed to adjust and settle in a new country. The faster we help new 

immigrants settle, the faster they can contribute to Canada both economically and socially.   

 

 

  

Supporting Our Seniors  

  

Canada’s seniors are a rapidly growing segment of our population, and we must continue improving the 
healthcare and support available to them and their families as they enjoy retirement after a life of hard 
work. Seniors in Davenport and across Canada deserve better access to palliative care, homecare support 
and mental health support, particularly during difficult circumstances. We must move urgently on our 
platform commitments to seniors:  
  

• Including our promise to increase OAS by 10% for seniors over 75; and to increase survivors 

benefits by 25%.   Living expenses continue to rise and seniors have been struggling to maintain 

an honourable quality of living. Both of these measures will substantially help.   

  

• Our New Horizons for Seniors programs are popular, but a key ask by seniors in Davenport is to 
be allowed to use a small portion of the program to fund public transpiration costs for seniors 

who need that support.  

  

• Housing for seniors – ensure more support for long term care beds and affordable housing for 

seniors   

  

• Davenport seniors are asking that we move quickly to negotiate with provinces to implement 

National Pharmacare.   

  

• Less than 30% of Canadians have access to high quality hospice palliative care, yet more than 90% 
of all dying people in Canada would benefit from it. We ask that federal budget 2020 prioritize 
funding for improved access to hospice palliative care and support the implementation of the 
National Framework for Palliative Care in Canada.  

  

Other Key Requests   

  

Below are additional priorities for Davenport:  

  



 

• The federal government has provided additional support for mental health and home care; it is 

important to fund measures that will track that support and to fulfil our platform promise to create 

a national standard for mental health care.  

  

• Around 2.8 million Canadians live with a severe or very severe disability, and they are more likely 
to be low-income and unemployed. They encounter economic barriers and incur higher costs than 
people without disabilities, including medical costs, transportation and utility costs. Building on the 
work done by Community Food Centres Canada, which works towards increasing food security in 
populations that are mostly low-income—24% of whom are on disability support— I ask that the 
government implement the recommendation made by the Standing Senate Committee on Social 
Affairs, Science and Technology, as well as the federal government’s own Disability Advisory 
Committee, to make the Disability Tax Credit refundable.   
  

• One of the top issues I hear over and over, during the 2019 election and as I consulted constituents 
on the budget, is that child care in Toronto remains expensive and hard to find. We promised in 
our platform to make the following improvements, which I expect us to deliver on in this budget, 
but my true ask is that we take steps towards adopting a Universal Child Care Program. In the 
meantime, we must deliver these promised items:  
  

o Raising the Canada Child Benefit by 15% for children under the age of one. 

o Making maternity and parental benefits tax free. 

o Introducing a 15-week leave for adoptive families, including LGBTQ2 families. 

o Creating 250,000 additional before and after school spaces and lowering fees for these 

programs by 10% across the board.  

   
Thank you for your consideration of these recommendations. I will be following up with your team to run 

through the details of this letter.  

  

My very best regards,  

  

 
 

Julie Dzerowicz  

Member of Parliament  

Davenport  


