
 

 

 

Re: MP Dzerowicz’s Response to a Green New Deal and the Climate Emergency 

Climate change is one of the greatest challenges of our time. Many Davenport residents have written to me recently 

about the climate emergency and the possibility of a Green New Deal for Canada. As a devoted environmentalist and 

climate advocate, I am gravely concerned about climate change and I take the issue very seriously.  

I agree with the principles of a Green New Deal and look forward to seeing what shared vision and proposals emerge as 

we continue to tackle climate change in Canada. At the national level, our federal Liberal government has taken 

immediate and urgent action on climate change.  We have made significant and transformational progress in tackling 

climate change, with over 50 climate measures in place and an investment of $63 billion.  

In 2015, the federal Liberal government signed on to the Paris Accord Agreement with a commitment to reduce our 

emissions. The following year, we signed the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and Climate Change with all but 

one of the provinces and territories to work together to meet our targets and transition to a low-carbon economy. Here 

is a list of actions we have taken to date, and steps we are taking moving forward:  

 We have put a price on pollution, leading to a healthier environment and putting more money in the pockets of 
Canadian families.  

 We are accelerating the phase out of coal-fired electricity, with a goal to eliminate all coal-fired plants by 2030. 

 Work is underway to introduce a Clean Fuel Standard by 2022 in order to reduce pollution from non-electric cars 
as we transition to a low-carbon future. 

 We will be cutting methane emissions by 40-45% by 2025; 

 We have made a historic investment to develop new clean technologies and to support the innovation required 
to bring them to market.   

 We have made historic investments in public transit and provided incentives to purchase zero-emission vehicles. 

 We have committed to protecting and restoring natural areas, including wetlands, in the interest of supporting 
biodiversity as well as maintaining and enhancing carbon storage 

 We have taken bold action to ban single-use plastics by 2021, and we are working to ensure companies that 
manufacture plastic products or sell items with plastic packaging take full responsibility for collecting and 
recycling their plastic waste. 

 We are creating a $2 billion Disaster Mitigation and Adaptation Fund, which includes  investments in our sewage 
and water systems to reduce/eliminate flooding of basements and houses; 

 We have invested in research and development of new technologies that help reduce emissions. 

 We are eliminating inefficient fossil fuel subsidies at the federal level by 2025. 
 

We have done more to fight climate change than any other government in Canada’s history, but we know we have so 

much more to do. To this end, during the 2019 federal election we committed to be even more aggressive in our plan to 

tackle climate change transition to a low carbon future, and support Canadians in adapting to the world we are about to 

face with the following key promises:  

https://www.canada.ca/en/services/environment/weather/climatechange/pan-canadian-framework.html


 

 

 

 Achieving net-zero emissions by 2050, thereby improving our 2030 emissions reduction goal;   

 Conserving 25% of Canada’s land and 25%of Canada’s oceans by 2025, and working toward 30% of each by 
2030; 

 Planting two billion trees over 10 years;  

 Offering free energy audits and interest free loans up to $40,000 for 1.5 million Canadian homes to be 
retrofitted to increase energy efficiency; 

 Flood mapping across Canada and setting up an insurance program to protect our homes; 

 More money for clean technology and for the Disaster Mitigation Fund. 
 

As we continue to implement policies to tackle climate change, our government is committed to working in partnership 

with Indigenous communities and recognizing, respecting, and protecting the rights of Indigenous Peoples. Through the 

Pan-Canadian Framework, we are investing in infrastructure to help build resilience and provide support as Indigenous 

communities adopt and adapt clean technologies. In addition, we are working in partnership with First Nations, Inuit and 

Métis peoples to create a Recognition and Implementation of Indigenous Rights Framework (RIIRF). With RIIRF, we will 

fulfill the promises we made in treaties, in the Constitution, and in fully endorsing the United Nations Declaration on the 

Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), for Indigenous peoples to have control over their priorities, their communities, 

and their economies.  

For a more complete list of the commitments we have made, please click here.  

 

 

https://jdzerowicz.liberal.ca/news-nouvelles/the-pan-canadian-environmental-framework-explained/

